[Relation between gene polymorphism and acute coronary syndrome].
The acute coronary syndrome, consisting of myocardial infarction and unstable angina, is the most important manifestation of coronary disease and is characterized by atherosclerotic plaque disruption and coronary thrombosis. In the coronary vessel wall, this process contains abnormalities of extracellular matrix, fibrinolytic system, endothelial function, and, possibly, vascular inflammation. Potentially thousands of genes are relevant to this apparently complex disease. Although many risk factors are intercorrelated, raising the possibility of a higher level of genetic control by a small number of master genes that control fundamental physiological systems. Such genes are likely to be relevant to the combined processes of plaque instability and coronary thrombosis.